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Hello again.   
 
It’s summer, and for once the rain is holding off and allowing us to get out and about in our classic 
cars and bikes.  The last two FBHVC newsletters were packed with lots of things we need to know 
and I have reproduced them for you.  
Most of the pictures in that part of the 
Newsletter were taken either by Tony, 
on the track at the Historic Monaco 
Meeting, or by me, in the paddock at 
the Goodwood Festival of Speed.   
 
But first of all the big item of news is 
Terry’s Club Barbecue which was well 
attended and featured not only cars 
and bikes, but lawn mowers and static 
engines as well.  The star of the show 
must surely have been Roy’s TR, 
nearing completion and making its long-awaited show debut.  It was Autumn 2006 when Roy’s car 
first featured in your Newsletter and it’s been a long haul to get it to where it is today.  Next time, 

with the job complete, I’ll show you side-
by-side pictures of the car then and now.  
Back to the barbecue: the whole event 
was such a success that Terry is already 
talking about doing it again next year. 
 

 
 
TYRES.  FROM FBHVC NEWSLETTER  
 
Over one year into MoT exemption, I 
thought it might be an opportune moment 
to mention tyres.  Many of us will be 
familiar with the tragic case in 2007 of the 
MGB driver who had bought some 'new 
old stock' tyres. One of these blew out at 
speed, and in the investigations turned 

out to be over 20 years old. There was also a coach crash in September 2012 where a front tyre 
on an Eos coach belonging to the 
operator Mersey Pride blew out 
and was found to be 19 years old. 
 
All tyres should be stamped on 
one side or the other with a date 
code. Tyres manufactured in the 
21st century will have four digits 
in the format 5212, where the first 
two digits are the week and the 
last two the year (so the last week 
of 2012, in my example). Tyres 
manufactured in the 1990s will 
have three digits and a triangle 
(where 017 is the first week of 
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1997) where tyres manufactured in the 1980s and prior will just have three digits (017 could mean 
first week of 1987 or first week of 1977). If a tyre doesn't have a code, or it has worn away to the 
extent it is illegible, then err on the side of common sense and caution. How old tyres ought to be 
before replacement will depend on many factors, including a detailed appraisal of the tyre off the 
rim, as well as an understanding of the typical use that the vehicle is put to. On its website 
Bridgestone says: ‘many tyre 
companies, including 
Bridgestone, warrant their tyres 
against manufacturing and 
material defects for five years 
from the date of manufacture. 
Based on their understanding a 
number of vehicle 
manufacturers are now 
advising against the use of 
tyres that are more than six 
years old due to the effects of 
ageing’. Continental says: 
‘Continental recommends that 
all tyres (including spare tyres) 
that were manufactured more 
than ten (10) years previous be replaced with new tyres, even when tyres appear to be usable from 
their external appearance and if the tread depth may have not reached the minimum wear out 
depth.’ Also bear in mind that recommendations from manufacturers (whether of tyres or of cars) 
may apply to current production rather than historic vehicles. 
 
It is also worth noting that tyres on a vehicle used rarely may actually deteriorate faster, particularly 
in terms of sidewall cracks, than those on a car that is daily transport. Naturally, the spare tyre on 
any car, modern daily transport included, is also caught by this. The British Tyre Manufacturers 

Association states ‘Tyres that are 
used infrequently (e.g. caravans) 
and/or in coastal areas will age 
more quickly’. 
 
In December 2013 VOSA (now 
DVSA) issued a Recommendation 
to the bus/coach industry, stating: 
‘As a precaution, the Department 
for Transport strongly 
recommends that tyres over 10 
years old should not be fitted to 
the front axles of buses and 
coaches. Such tyres should be 
fitted only to the rear axles of 
vehicles as part of a twin tyre 
combination.’ For the benefit of 

those not overly familiar with commercial vehicles, ‘twin wheel’ relates to two wheels on each side 
of the axle (as seen on the rear axle of virtually all buses, old and new) and ‘single wheel’ relates to 
one wheel on each side of the axle (as on virtually all cars). 
It is also worth reminding people that the tyre code contains a letter for the speed rating. Certain 
tyres may be intended for plant/machinery, and could have a very low speed rating (example, 
speed rating B is suitable for a maximum speed of 31mph (the higher the letter the higher the 
permitted speed). Do bear this in mind when sourcing tyres. If tyres are fitted to a lower speed 
rating than the Original Equipment specification for your vehicle, insurance companies may need to 
be informed. 
 



INTERESTING BMW 
 
A month ago I was on holiday in Italy, on the banks of Lake Como, and came across what 
appeared to be an authentic German BMW combo from World War II.  I have no information about 
its history – could it have been left behind as the Allies chased the Germans back to the 
Fatherland?  Or captured along with its crew when their flight was stopped dead at the Swiss 
border?  Who knows?  But it was an interesting find and drew quite a little crowd. 
 
 
MONACO HISTORIC GRAND 

PRIX BY TONY ALDEN 
 
On the 6th May I was 
messing about with the 
Healey as usual when I 
received a phone call from a 
New Zealand friend of mine 
Alister, asking if I was free to 
go to the Monaco GP Historic 
on Thursday as his wife had 
to fly out to Australia rather 
urgently and the ticket would 
be wasted. The cost to me would be the air fare and the first round of drinks in the hotel bar on 
arrival. This needed some serious thought for a millisecond. OK when do we leave? Flight from 
Gatwick at 14.20hrs on Thursday four nights at the Novatel in Monte Carlo B&B. Friday would be a 
free day or watching practice, Saturday would be watching qualifying and Sunday race day. We 
arrived at the hotel at about 1800hrs local time went straight into the bar and got landed having to 
sit next to Damon Hill and Johnny Herbert, what a bore. 
 
Friday we walked down to the paddock and spent most of the day photographing cars, talking to 
some of the drivers and mechanics and watching practice, really hard work that was. I went to the 
Loo and minding my own business was then joined by Damon again so we had a pee together but 
didn’t exchange autographs. He was not racing but he and Johnny Herbert were doing 

demonstration laps in the Alain Prost 
& René Arnoux 1977 and 1978 
Renault F1 turbo. We then walked the 
circuit, it is very difficult to visualise 
when watching the race on television 
how steep some of the rises and falls 
on the circuit are, from St Devote up 
to Casino square is a real climb and 
then the drop down through the tunnel 
is quite steep too. The roads are 
closed to the public and vehicles from 
about 6.30 in the morning to 7.30 in 
the evening except for official vehicles 
which seemed to be everything 
anyway. I have never seen so many 
Rolls Royce, Bentleys, Ferraris 

Maseratis, Lamborghinis and Astons in one place before, all almost new of course. I can’t 
remember who told me but one of the drivers we were talking to in the paddock said that a berth in 
the harbour for the gin palaces for this meeting and the Grand Prix in a fortnights time was 
€250,000 ……………………….. A DAY! 
 
Saturday we got to the circuit early to watch qualifying and had seats in Casino Square, dead 
opposite the Casino and the Hotel de Paris where all the beautiful people were staying and 
drinking champagne and cocktails and not really interested in the cars. While we were having a 



baguette and a bottle of water. During Qualifying a number of cars receive severe damage so did 
not race, one of which was Jim Clarkes 1966/67 Lotus 49, a total wreck! 
 
Sunday was race day and our grandstand seats for this day were along the “straight” before the 
swimming pool so we could see the cars coming out of the tunnel through the chicane and round 
onto the harbour front which meant 
and early start as the first race was 
at 9.30am, the roads shut at 6.30am 
so you had to be early. The racing 
was fantastic with a lot of cars I 
remember watching at Silverstone 
when I was young, unfortunately 
more accidents and severe damage 
but no one was hurt only in the 
Wallet. There is no room for error on 
that circuit no run off areas 
anywhere. If there is an accident or 
a breakdown the race is red flagged 
and restarted after the offending 
vehicle has been removed and then 
runs for the remaining allotted time 
or laps. Lots of mobile cranes around the circuit usually made quick work on recovery.   
 
 
CONTINUOUS INSURANCE.  FROM THE FBHVC NEWSLETTER 
 
A word of warning: we have come across examples of people falling foul of the Continuous 
Insurance provision because they do not realise its full extent. Owners, who have maintained their 
VED licence in force and not made a SORN declaration, have for a variety of reasons discontinued 
their insurance because they knew it would not be needed as the vehicle would either be off the 
road or covered by another party’s insurance. In each case that has seemed to be the correct 
course to take.  

 
But everyone should be aware that 
continuous insurance means what 
it says. If you have a VED licence 
in place, you must have insurance 
in place for the vehicle as well. 
While this might occasionally 
seem perverse, looked at from the 
point of all motorists and other 
road users, its simplicity is a 
justifiable method of seeking to 
ensure innocent people are not put 
at risk from uninsured motorists. 
Failure could get you an 
enforcement notice and liability to 
a fine. 

 
 
FUEL NEWS.  FROM THE FBHVC NEWSLETTER 

 
Possible sources of petrol free from ethanol  

 
There have been persistent rumours for some time that Murco petrol contains no ethanol, even 
though this would expose the company to the risk of fines for non-compliance with UK fuel 
regulations, which require the use of renewable fuel blending components such as ethanol in 
petrol, and bio-diesel in automotive diesel fuel. However, investigation has proved a 



disappointment for those who hoped that they had found a guaranteed source of ethanol-free fuel. 
A spokesman for Murco confirmed that all of their 95 octane unleaded petrol contained ethanol at 
the normal 5% level. 
 
With respect to the manufacture of the higher octane petrol generically known as ‘Super Premium’, 
Murco’s ‘Super Unleaded’ petrol supplied from their terminals and refinery currently does not 
contain ethanol. The supply area for this product is approximately those Murco fuel-sales sites 
south of Milton Keynes. There are 
also a number of Murco fuel sites 
north of Milton Keynes, which are 
supplied with Super Unleaded from 
third party terminals, and ‘Super 
Unleaded’ petrol purchased from 
these may contain ethanol. 
 
So in summary, the situation for the 
sale of Murco petrol is very similar 
to that for other household oil 
company names: ‘Premium’ 
unleaded petrol (95 octane) 
contains up to 5% ethanol, while 
‘Super Premium’ petrol (98 octane) is frequently ethanol-free, but in some parts of the country this 
product too may contain up to 5% ethanol. It is our understanding that within the petrol industry 
‘Super Premium’ grades are blended to achieve specification without the addition of ethanol, but 
this product may be added after the fuel leaves the refinery. Because of fuel distribution 
arrangements, ethanol may be added before sale, making it difficult normally to predict with any 
precision which blends will or will not contain ethanol. However, the Murco statement that ‘Super 
Unleaded’ petrol bought from their pumps located in an area roughly south of Milton Keynes may 
be of some help at present. 
 
 
GOODWOOD FESTIVAL OF SPEED 
 
Last month I was lucky enough to be invited to the Goodwood Festival of Speed.  What a 
marvellous event – if you get the chance to go then seize it with both hands!  The main event is the 
notorious hill climb with its treacherous flint wall waiting to take out the unwary.  No overtaking, of 
course, but plenty of action and not a few spills.  Famous drivers abounded: Stirling Moss, John 

Surtees, Damon Hill, Lewis Hamilton 
and others.  Stirling Moss is an 
interesting chap: he was gracious 
enough to sign my programme but 
when I asked if I could shake his 
hand he simply stared right through 
me as if I was too far below him to 
warrant any sort of reply, let alone 
physical contact.  Oh well, it takes all 
sorts, I suppose. 
 
The combined pits and paddock area 
was, rather surprisingly, open to all 
to wander round and get up-close 

and personal with the cars and bikes.  There were classic Mercedes, Maseratis and Alfas from the 
50’s and 60’s and even much older cars like Bugattis, Bentleys, and Fiats. And one of my all-time 
favourites, the 24 litre V12 Napier Railton.  This huge car set the Brooklands lap record at 143.44 
mph in 1935 and still holds it today.  It was great to see this magnificent car in action.  Later the 
driver told me that it has only 3 gears and no front brakes!  First and second gears would only have 
been used at the start of the race and the brakes only at the end.  This Norton International, 
sometimes called the ‘Cammy’ because of its overhead camshaft, won both the 500cc Senior and 



350cc Junior Isle of Man TT races every year except one from 1931 to 1938.  The owner says it is 
still capable of lapping the 37 mile circuit at an average 90mph! 
 
 
DISCONTINUANCE OF THE TAX DISC IN 

OCTOBER 2014.  FROM THE FBHVC 

NEWSLETTER 
 
DVLA have currently not reacted to our 
comments on their proposal that on any 
sale of a vehicle with an unexpired tax disc, 
the VED registration expires and a new one 
has to be sought.  
 
The proposal says the existing VED licence 
(even if it is for a Historic Vehicle and no 
actual VED is payable) will expire when the 
Secretary of State is notified of the change 
of keeper (i.e. when DVLA receives the 
V5C in Swansea). Neither buyer nor seller 
will know exactly when that is.  But the 
seller, because of Continuous Insurance, 
will need to keep his insurance in place until 
he is sure the licence has lapsed. The 
buyer will presumably not be able to get a 
new licence until the old one has lapsed but 
will need to have put insurance in place to 
use the vehicle after sale.  
 
Perhaps worse, on a vehicle in respect of 
which VED is payable, although the seller 
will be able to claim a rebate on any 
existing VED, he will not get refund of that 
part of the month’s VED in which the sale 
occurs. Meanwhile the buyer will 
immediately have to apply for a licence. 
This seems to have the effect that some 
VED will be paid twice over. This looks 
wrong in principle.  
 
The Federation is also concerned that 
DVLA do not appear to be planning for an owner to possess any actual evidence of his own. DVLA 
seem to consider that being on their database is enough. We are concerned that others, especially 
abroad, may wish to see some evidence that the vehicle is licensed, even if only a print of a 
computer record, and will not be willing to simply be told to visit the DVLA website. 
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